terms of peripheral and central sensitisation and the sixth session (chapter 6) assessed the integrative aspects of the ENS-neural and chemical modulation. Last, but not least, in session VII (chapter 7), we attempted to relate the ENS to gastrointestinal diseases. The supplement consists of original papers from each speaker, and each chapter (representing a session at the workshop) is introduced and summarised to enable readers to obtain an overview. At the end of the supplement, concluding remarks have been added by Marcello Costa, which put the whole workshop into perspective.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the participants for their dedicated involvement and in particular express our gratitude to Karin Wiberger and Ewa Jonsson for such excellent organisation of the workshop. We are also indebted to Madeline Frame who, with able secretarial assistance from Linda Hug, has compiled the chapters for the supplement and written the introductions and summaries.
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